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Ride back in time

Childhood memories inspire
sculptor Chong Fah Chemg s
new work, Chang Kuda

deepika shetty

anada-hased pioneer Singapore sculptor
+ sh Cheong looks back at the
h

the Swan Lake, features
and racing against one
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in the garden: r fany

Loosmg mst.‘u]l n, the &5-year-
old artist tells Lif his was a time without TV,
computers and cellphones. When | was growing up,
as soon as school was over, you headed outdoors.

The games we played were simple yet fun,"

Shmple they have been, but even in those days,
etitive streak was there. This is evident in
ightfully playful sculpture which shows two
boys whose excited facial expressions look like an
anticipation of victory. The pai: the second spot
have not given up ho]w and t body language
shows they are trying hard to overtake the first
pair. They hit a little snag as the third pair tug on a
singlet in a desperate attempt to slow them down.

“Mo one liked to end last and things were not
always fair," says the artist with a laugh. “So you
would get real-life situations such as these even
though there were no medals at stake

The self-taught artist, who has been a resident
of Merritt in British Columbia since 1989, is famous
for another simple yet engaging public sculpture
titled First Generation.

Created in 2000, this sculpture near the
Fullerton Hotel depicts a group of boys jumping
into the Singapore t. Like his most recent work,
it is a reflection of the past.

His seemingly straightforward works, though,
are a comment on deeper social issues and explore
the current-day pursnit of pesition, wealth and

power.
“By looking at the past, | am reflecting on what
we have lost. These davs, you are what von buy,

what you wear, what bag
drive, mavbe even your postal code, Our entire life
is driven by consumerism,” he says.

Chong is one’ of Singapore's ploneer seulptors,
along with Mg Eng Teng and Brother Joseph
M(‘Nal .
th potter Iskandar Jalil, Chong and a handful
of 'mlsts and art teachers started St Patrick’s Arts

w carry, what car you

Centre, which later became Lasalle College of the
Arts.

Living in Canada, he says, has given him peace of
mind. Talking of his idyllic life in Merritt, he says:
“1f someona honks in Merritt, we know they do not
belong to the town, It is the kind of place where
people stop and chat and know one another by their
first names. It is the best place for reflection.”
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have lost.
These days.
you are what
you buy, what
you wear... Our
entire life is
driven by
consumerism’

To mark Asia Pacific
EBreweries B0th anniversary
and the launch of Chang
Kuda, APB will be giving free
breakfast sets to the first
800 families (four breakfast
sets for each a'nllyénwho
wisit the Sln%
Gardemz on April 30 from



